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“There are some who think that they have God and everything 
they need when they have money and property; they trust in them 
and boast in them so stubbornly and securely that they care for 
no one else. They, too, have a god—mammon by name, that is, 
money and property—on which they set their whole heart. This 
is the most common idol on earth. Those who have money and 
property feel secure, happy, and fearless, as if they were sitting in 
the midst of paradise. On the other hand, those who have nothing 
doubt and despair as if they knew of no god at all. We will find 
very few who are cheerful, who do not fret and complain, if they 
do not have mammon. This desire for wealth clings and sticks to 
our nature all the way to the grave.”

The Large Catechism, The First Commandment, 5-9
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Gambling—
Ruining a 
Town Near 
You
Formerly on a level with prostitution 
and illegal drugs, gambling has under-
gone a remarkable metamorphosis in 
recent years. The American public is 
now assured that gambling is harmless 
family entertainment. Gambling pro-
ponents have created a kinder, gentler, 
word for their industry—“gaming.” 
It’s a more palatable image than that of 
bleary-eyed folks gambling away their 
savings and their families. 

However, gambling’s benign new 
face presents a problem of correlation. 
There are no studies or statistics on 
bowling addiction and related suicides. 
Psychotherapists require no specialized 
training in pathological amusement park 
addiction. Going to the movies has not 
been linked to homelessness and broken 

families. And there are no Miniature 
Golf Anonymous meetings.     

In 1995, Americans spent more 
on gambling than on movies, music, 
books, theaters, concerts, and amuse-
ment parks combined. We spent $550 
billion—a 3,200 percent increase from 
1974—on state lotteries, dog racing, 
horse racing, sports bets, and church 
bingo. We traveled to riverboat casi-
nos, Indian casinos, and Las Vegas. 
We amass a whopping average $191 
million every day of the year in gam-
bling losses.

Uncle Sam Wants 
YOU—To Gamble!

Across the nation, gambling lobby-
ists offer revenue jackpots to state and 
local officials in exchange for casino 
land deals. As a result, more than 800 
casinos now operate in 28 states. The 
lottery is played in 37 states, and all but 
Hawaii and Utah have legalized some 
form of gambling. 

Law professor I. Nelson Rose, 
an expert on gambling law, said, “We 
have gone from government prohibit-
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ing gambling, through its reluctantly 
allowing it, to openly encouraging it.” 
Community groups, elected officials, 
and business leaders clamor for ca-
sinos—whether or not citizens want 
them. 

Boston College professor Richard 
McGowan studies the gambling indus-
try. He concludes, “It’s a wonderful 
deal for a governor. Because you can 
say, ‘I’m not really for gambling,’ but 
you can make money out of it.”

Struggling cities and states step 
into a cycle of dependence when they 
embrace gambling and become depen-
dent upon its revenues. As gambling 
spreads and competition increases in 
neighboring areas, governments en-
courage more gambling to maintain 
their revenues. Congressional Quarterly 
reported that in 2003, state and local 
governments’ raked in $762 million 
from tribal gambling alone. 

Following elected officials’ bless-
ings on gambling, the Supreme Court 
ruled in 1999 that the industry has a 

Constitutional right to promote itself 
through television ads.   

Promises, Promises
Casino owners have spun the same 

mesmerizing tale for communities across 
the nation. They promise economic de-
velopment, increased tourism, more 
jobs, and easy tax revenues for strapped 
city and state budgets. Some state and lo-
cal officials argue for gambling facilities 
by claiming that gambling in neighbor-
ing states or towns is siphoning away 
money that should be theirs. 

But the United States Gambling 
Study reported that few communities 
report a fairy tale ending. In most cases, 
consumer dollars are diverted to gam-
bling from other businesses, resulting 
in lost jobs and revenues. Department 
stores, mortgage lenders, restaurants, 
book stores—almost all other local 
businesses—are losers. The winners 
are casino owners and organized crime. 
The chief of the FBI’s Organized 
Crime Division told 60 Minutes that 
gambling is probably the biggest cash 
cow in existence for American crime 
syndicates.

Following are some of the fruits of 
America’s hunger for gambling:

n	 Gambling’s annual social cost, 
including lost productivity, increased 
crime, and personal bankruptcies, is 
about $54 billion. This number dwarfs 
the American Gambling Industry’s 
reported $5.5 billion paid in taxes.

n	 Casino gambling results in 
$289 in social costs (welfare and in-
creased criminal justice) for every $46 
of economic benefit.  

n	 20-30% of compulsive gam-
blers attempt suicide. 80-90% consider 
it.

n	 Industry spokesmen claim 
gambling has created a half million 
jobs in the U.S. Opponents counter that 
for every job created, 1-3 jobs within a 
35-mile radius are lost.  

n	 Problem and pathological 
gambling more than doubles within 50 
miles of a casino.

n	 Living within 10 miles of a 
casino causes a 90% higher risk of 
becoming a pathological gambler.

n	 In Iowa, 14 problem gamblers 
are created for each job in the gambling 
industry.

n	 Over 70% of children ages 10-
17 have gambled. Up to 14% of youth 
are problem gamblers. 

n	 Over 54% of pathological gam-
blers have been divorced, compared to 
18% of non-gamblers.

n	 Over 15 million Americans are 
compulsive or pathological gamblers, 
providing over half of casinos’ rev-
enues.

How about those promises of easy 
money for strapped state budgets?   

n	 West Virginia legalized racinos 
(combining racetracks and casinos) in 
1990. November 2003 saw the state still 
$250 million in the red.

n	 Rhode Island introduced raci-
nos in 1992. In late 2003 the state was 
$215 million in debt.

n	 Delaware opened racinos in 
1995. $300 million of debt remained 
in late 2003.

n	 According to a U.S. News & 
World Report analysis, counties that 
opened casinos in the early 1990s reaped 
no additional growth in new business. 

Studies in Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
other states show that though gambling 
businesses claim that they make most of 
their profits from tourists, their clientele 
are mostly local residents. Nevada and 
Mississippi, both low population states, 
are rare gambling economics winners. 
80-90% of Nevada’s gamblers, and two-
thirds of Mississippi’s gamblers, are from 
out of state. Casinos in these states actu-
ally increase local employment and raise 
state and local tax revenues. The same can 
be said for Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Monaco and South Korea are exam-
ples of thriving international gambling 
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centers. However, their governments 
are keenly aware of the social costs of 
gambling. With the exception of a casino 
recently opened in South Korea, citizens 
are banned from gambling. 

Friends in High 
Places

The most powerful lobby in many 
states is the gambling industry, and it re-
portedly contributes generously to some 
legislators. From 1997-1999, the indus-
try spent $22.5 million lobbying federal 
legislators.  In 1998, congressional and 
presidential candidates received $6.2 
million from the gambling industry. 

In 1995, Senator Paul Simon ad-
dressed the Senate about gambling 
industry ties to elected officials. He 
reported that a former Illinois governor, 
a former attorney general, a former state 
police director, a well-known former 
judge, two former U.S. attorneys, seven 
former state legislators, and a former 
Chicago mayor had become gambling 
lobbyists.  

In that same year, Congressman 
Frank R. Wolf reported before the House 
Judiciary Committee that dozens of 
elected officials in Arizona, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Louisiana, South Carolina, 
and West Virginia had been convicted or 
forced to leave office due to gambling-
related corruption charges. 

Missouri House Speaker Bob 
Griffin had to leave office because of 
casino ties. Kentucky House Speaker 
Don Blandford went to prison in 1994 
for taking bribes from the racing lobby. 
New Orleans public officials received 
gifts and loans from a casino group. En-
velopes full of campaign contributions 
were openly handed out to legislators 
on the Louisiana State House floor 
before a key vote on gambling issues. 

Louisiana state legislators were offered 
bribes to kill a bill allowing the public 
to vote on video gambling machines. 

Internet Gambling
Christiansen Capital Advisors, a 

consulting firm that advises the gam-
bling industry, reports that Americans 
spent $1.6 billion on Internet gambling 
in 2001. That number surged to $5.9 
billion in 2005, and it is expected to 
top $9.3 billion by 2010.

Conservative legislators are 
alarmed at this explosion and have 
been trying for years to curb it. How-
ever, powerful gambling lobbyists 
have derailed all attempts to halt online 
gambling’s growth.

Even the international World Trade 
Organization wants a piece of the ac-
tion. The WTO wants foreign gambling 
businesses to have complete, unim-
peded access to gamblers in the United 
States. This angers Utah Attorney 
General Mark Shurtleff, who is ready 
to fight. “This is a world body that no 
one in Utah voted for that could have 
dictated to us here in Utah a public mor-
als issue. The WTO should have no say 
in how we govern our state.”

Indian Casinos
Native American casinos are the 

fastest growing form of gambling. Their 
appeal to voters is that casinos help im-
poverished tribes become economically 
self-sufficient. As a result of successful 
campaigns around the nation, by 2003 
the 377 tribal casinos in the U.S. earned 
$15.9 billion—more than Atlantic City 
and Las Vegas casinos combined. The 
world’s two most profitable casinos are 
run by American Indians.  

Indian reservations are sovereign 
nations. Indian casinos are exempt 
from state labor laws, taxes, zoning 
restrictions, municipal ordinances, and 
environmental oversight. Legally, they 
are not liable for the inevitable negative 

effects on nearby communities, which 
include soaring bankruptcies, suicides, 
traffic problems, and crime.  

Citizens living near tribal casinos 
fear they are losing control of their 
communities to entities that are unac-
countable and unstoppable. Las Vegas 
gambling groups are extending their 
reach across the U.S. by bankrolling 
Indian casinos. “Tribal and commercial 
operators are looking for new, fertile 
ground, and there is a lot of fertile 
ground out there.” says Joe Weinert of 
Spectrum Gaming Group, “Americans 
have voted with their wallets.”  

Indian Gambling 
Lobby

A Congressional Quarterly analysis 
concluded that tribes contributed $10 
million to congressional candidates 
in 2004. California Common Cause 
reports that American Indian tribes are 
the biggest political contributors in the 
state, contributing over $130 million to 
political candidates and ballot-measure 
campaigns since 1998. When requested 
to report contributions to the Fair Po-
litical Practices Commission, however, 
several tribes appealed, insisting that 
sovereign immunity shields them from 
state laws. 

Over 40 percent of legislators now 
in Congress (230 House and Senate 
members) received tribal donations in 
2004, with some legislators receiving 
up to $150,000. Political Money Line, 
a group that tracks political donations, 
reported that Indian tribes are pouring 
millions into lobbying Washington. 

Be Careful What You 
Wish For

Some communities regret welcom-
ing gambling and long for the days be-
fore casinos arrived. The unpublicized 
payouts most areas receive include dra-
matic increases in bankruptcies, crime, 
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domestic violence, child abuse, divorce, 
homelessness, and suicide. Americans 
are twice as likely to develop gambling 
addiction as cancer.   Mature gambling 
markets develop an addiction rate that 
is five times the rate of schizophrenia 
and twice that of cocaine addiction. 

Gambling promoters captivated 
Detroit by promising that citizens 
would see a jump in tourism and a halt 
to Michigan money flowing over the 
border to Canadian casinos. However, 
three years after the last of three De-
troit casinos opened, 80-90% of their 
customers were Detroit residents. De-
troit’s jobless rate nearly doubled from 
7.6% to 14% during the same period. 
Citizens’ money was diverted from the 
community to the casino owners. 

The Foxwoods Indian casino 
in Connecticut had a problem with 
children being locked up alone in 
cars—often all night—while parents 
gambled inside. Management finally 
posted signs warning that police would 
be called when children were left unat-
tended. Nationwide, several children 
have died while locked up in hot cars 
in casino lots.

In New Orleans, schools expe-
rienced a significant increase in the 
number of students coming to school 
hungry, sleepy, and unprepared. Chil-
dren reported they were up late while 
their parents were out gambling. Some 
parents stay out all night, leaving chil-
dren to fend for themselves.  

Where there is gambling, crime in-
creases. Here are conclusions of various 
studies on gambling’s link to crime:

n	 A 1996 U.S. News & World Re-
port study found crime rates in casino 
communities to be 84% higher than the 
national average.

n	 Robberies, murders, rapes, 
assaults, and purse snatchings skyrock-

eted as casinos spread across the U.S. 
The FBI says the crime rate per 1,000 
residents rose from 134.4 in 1978 to 
450.3 in 1988.

n	 Three years after welcoming 
casinos, Atlantic City rose from 50th in 
the nation in per-capita crime to 1st.

n	 In Ledyard, Connecticut, calls 
for police rose from 4,000 to 16,700 per 
year within 5 years after the Foxwoods 
Casino opened.

n	 Wisconsin endures over 5,000 
additional major crimes per year at-
tributable to casinos.

n	 Calls for police in Black Hawk, 
Colorado, went from 25 a year before 
casinos to 15,000 a year after casinos 
opened.  In nearby Central City, arrests 
jumped by 275% one year after casinos 
arrived. In Cripple Creek, serious crime 
shot up 287% within three years after 
casinos opened.

n	 50% of the spouses of gambling 
addicts have been physically abused.

n	 A shelter in Harrison County, 
Mississippi, reported a 300% increase 
in domestic violence calls after the 
arrival of casinos. A large percentage 
of the calls were related to gambling. 
Other areas near casinos report the 
same surge in domestic violence inter-
ventions.

n	 10 - 17% of the children of 
gambling addicts have been physically 
or verbally abused. Children raised in 
homes with compulsive gamblers are 
more likely to become compulsive 
gamblers themselves.

n	 Two-thirds of gambling addicts 
turn to crime to finance their gambling.

n	 Pathological gamblers are 
responsible for over $1 billion in insur-
ance-related fraud each year.

n	 40% of white-collar crime is 
linked to gambling. 

What Christian 
Citizens Can Do

We are compelled to take up arms 
to stop an epidemic of ruined lives 
across our nation. Gambling violates 
Christian principles of work and stew-
ardship. It courts covetousness, greed, 
and idolatry. It is wreaking havoc with 
our system of government, and it is 
damaging the quality of life in our 
communities. Gambling is responsible 
for an explosion of crime, abuse, and 
disintegration of families. 

The powerful gambling lobby is 
deeply entrenched in Washington. With 
the aid of some legislators, governors, 
and other elected officials, it success-
fully resists almost all attempts to block 
or control it. 

In recent years, however, the 
gambling industry has met resistance 
from coalitions of citizens, as well as 
energized pastors, churches, and pa-
rishioners of all faiths. They register 
voters, preach against gambling from 
the pulpit, and conduct prayer vigils 
before key gambling votes. Prior to 
an Alabama lottery vote, hundreds of 
pastors from all denominations took 
their fight to the statehouse steps and 
won. Unless all citizens actively fight 
it, gambling’s devastation is a legacy 
we will leave for our children.

(Sources:  Boca Raton News, CNN.com, Con-
gressional Quarterly, Family First, Illinois 
Institute for Addiction Recovery, Inside Out 
Documentaries, Louisiana Association on Com-
pulsive Gambling, National Coalition Against 
Legalized Gambling, Omaha World Herald, 
Pennsylvanians Against Gambling Expansion, 
St. Petersburg Times, San Francisco Chronicle, 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The Detroit News, 
The Harvard University Gazette, The Parson-
age, The Santa Barbara Independent, The 
Washington Times, Tom Raabe, House of Cards: 
Hope for Gamblers and Their Families (Focus 
on the Family; Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2001),  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Weekly Standard, WorldNetDaily)

Americans are twice as 
likely to develop gambling 

addiction as cancer.
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Homicide-
Suicide in 
Older Adults
Experts estimate that older adult homi-
cide-suicides account for up to 1,500 
deaths each year. These alarming cases 
are, reportedly, on the rise. Most involve 
older men killing sleeping spouses be-
fore killing themselves. All involve 
use of a firearm. Homicide-suicide is 
often assumed to be impulsive, or an 
act of love or altruism on the part of the 
perpetrator. However, it is considered 
by mental health experts to be an act of 
desperation fueled by depression. Older 
adult homicide-suicide is classified into 
the following three types:

Dependent-protective homicide-
suicides. These make up about half of 
all cases. They involve long married 
couples that are very dependent upon 
each other. Even if both are healthy, 
the husband fears illness or loss of 
control.  

Aggressive homicide-suicides. 
These comprise about 30 percent of 
all cases and involve a history of do-
mestic violence. The trigger is usually 
the victim talking about separation or 
divorce. 

Symbiotic homicide-suicides. This 
occurs in about 20 percent of cases. 
Both spouses are very old and ex-
tremely dependent on each other, and 
usually both are sick. The male is 
typically dominant, and the woman is 
submissive.

According to University of South 
Florida researcher Donna Cohen, a 
common thread in all three types is 
the perpetrator’s fear of separation, as 
well as the perception of a threat to the 
relationship. Most perpetrators have 
visited a doctor within a few weeks 
of committing the homicide-suicide. 

Rather than acting impulsively, most 
of these men have planned the deaths 
for months or more. Triggers are usu-
ally the actual or perceived decline in 
the perpetrator’s physical health, and 
a pending move to a nursing home 
or assisted-living residence. In many 
cases, men have told adult children of 
their wish to die, but their children were 
embarrassed to tell anyone.

Clues to Watch For
In older couples, watch for changes 

in husbands’ behaviors, such as anxiety, 
agitation, crying, sleep changes, or giv-
ing away possessions. Be watchful with 
couples if one is very ill and the other 
is the major caregiver, or when both are 
very ill. Be alert for signs that an older 
couple is beginning to withdraw from 
friends and family. Find out if there is a 
gun in the home. Ask if one of them has 
considered suicide or homicide. Don’t 
act shocked if the answer is “yes.” They 
will only withdraw further. Ask how 
you can help. Then consult with crisis 

ComInG nexT 
Issue
n	 Gambling—Ruining a 
Neighbor Near You

intervention professionals or agencies 
listed in your local phone book.  

The danger of homicide-suicide is 
especially high before and after a couple 
moves to a long-term care facility, when 
a terminally ill spouse is going to be 
discharged from a hospital to a nursing 
home, and when a husband has spent 
long periods of time visiting his insti-
tutionalized wife. 

Doctors, facility staff, home health 
care workers, family members, clergy, 
and others who have contact with older 
couples may be able to avert tragedy by 
watching for warning signs. To learn 
more, log onto www.geriatrictimes.
com/g001225.html.

(Sources: Dept. of Aging and Mental Health at 
University of South Florida, Geriatric Times, 
The Cleveland Clinic, WebMD) 

The Authority of the Text
Rev. Dr. Paul R. Raabe

The debate over Judge Alito’s nomination to the Supreme Court provides an 
interesting parallel to Christendom’s ongoing discussion regarding authority. On 
the one side is the “textualist” position, which emphasizes the original historical 
meaning of the Constitution as the authority that rules. On the other side is the 
“living Constitution” position, which sees the text as a living document to be 
constantly reinterpreted in order to match society’s changing standards.

Conservative Christians side with the textualist position. To be sure, the text 
needs to be read competently by those charged with the exercise of its authority. 
An unread book sitting on the shelf does not exercise authority. Nevertheless, 
the authority is the text—not the personal opinions of the judges.

In like manner, we Lutherans maintain that the prophetic and apostolic 
Scriptural texts are the sole rule and norm for what the church ought to teach 
and practice. The moral of the story is simple. As we read, study, interpret, and 
apply the ancient Scriptures to our contemporary situation, we must always 
be vigilant against reading into the text our own wishes. We must also avoid 
trying to make it correspond to society’s ever-changing standards. The text is 
what rules—not people.

http://www.geriatrictimes.com/g001225.html
http://www.geriatrictimes.com/g001225.html
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Plan to Test 
Pesticides 
on Children 
Blocked by 
Senators
Last year, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency canceled a plan to study 
the effects of household chemicals 
and pesticides on young children. The 
EPA scrapped the plan after outraged 
Democrats threatened to block Senate 
confirmation of Stephen Johnson, the 
agency’s acting administrator. 

The controversial two-year study 
was called CHEERS. Parents of 60 low-
income, minority children under age 
three in Duval County, Florida, were to 
receive money, free children’s clothing, 
and camcorders in exchange for spray-
ing their infants and toddlers’ rooms 
with pesticides. The camcorders were 
to be used to document the pesticides’ 
effects on the children. EPA scientists 
and environmentalists protested and 
revealed the EPA’s plan to the public. 

Led by Democratic Senators Bar-
bara Boxer and Bill Nelson, Congress 
ordered the EPA to ban all human tests 
until it adopted ethical safeguards. Said 
Boxer, “I am very pleased that Mr. 
Johnson has recognized the gross error 
in judgment the EPA made when they 
concocted this immoral program to test 
pesticides on children.”

As mandated by Congress, the EPA 
has now developed a rule. However, 
EPA scientists, The American Federa-
tion of Government Employees (the 
scientists’ union), and legislators say 
the rule contains loopholes and few real 
ethical safeguards for human testing. Ac-
cording to scientists, the EPA’s proposed 

rule would allow testing on infants and 
pregnant women with toxic chemicals, 
as long as they are not pesticides. Low-
income test subjects could be paid to 
induce their participation in chemical 
experiments. Scientists and legislators 
fear that orphans, mentally ill children, 
and prisoners could be used in chemical 
experiments without informed consent. 

Reportedly, the chemical industry 
is demanding the EPA perform human 
testing to set new safety standards, with 
the intent of expanding the use of their 
products. The EPA is expected to for-
mally adopt their rule for human testing 
by the end of January. Contact your 
legislators now about your concerns. 

(Sources: ABC News, Alliance for Human 
Research Protection, Public Employees for En-
vironmental Responsibility,The Baltimore Sun) 

From the Hill
n	 In December, the President 

signed into law PL 109-151, extending 
a 1996 law limiting insurers’ ability to 
cap mental health benefits. Health plans 
cannot set limits on mental health ben-
efits unless the same limits are imposed 
on medical and surgical benefits.

n	 Congress has reauthorized 
funds for state-run health insurance 
pools for high-risk patients. Ben-
eficiaries will be residents unable to 
purchase private insurance because of 
chronic illness and pre-existing medical 
conditions. $75 million a year will be 
available through fiscal 2010.

n	 Stunned by the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s June 2006 eminent domain 
decision, Congress quickly introduced 
several bills to limit the government’s 
ability to seize private property for 
economic development. So far, legis-
lators’ responses have produced a lot 
of talk and little action. Read Property 
Rights Protection Get Bogged Down 

at http://www.heritage.org/Research/
SmartGrowth/wm927.cfm.

n	 Due to weak standards and little 
oversight, medical equipment suppliers 
routinely defraud Medicare. Sham and 
unlicensed suppliers encounter few ob-
stacles or penalties. Read A Revolving 
Door in Medicare Fraud at http://www.
washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2005/11/02/AR2005110202681.
html.

(Sources: Congressional Quarterly, The Heri-
tage Foundation, The Washington Post)   

State Watch
n	 According to the Jan. 12, 2006, 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Illinois Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich plans to introduce 
state-run electronic keno gambling in 
restaurants and bars throughout Illinois. 
Keno is a game of chance in which play-
ers try to match numbers to be selected 
by computer. The results are displayed 
on electronic boards or televisions. 
Blagojevich wants to emulate Missouri’s 
Club Keno game, in which a statewide 
drawing occurs every five minutes. 
Spokeswoman Rebecca Rausch says 
keno is essentially the same as playing 
the lottery. Anti-gambling activists have 
formed an extraordinary alliance with 
casino industry leaders in opposition. 
They say state-run keno will spread 
gambling throughout the entire state of 
Illinois, violating one of Blajojevich’s 
promises to voters. Rev. Tom Grey, ex-
ecutive director of the National Coalition 
Against Gambling Expansion, disagrees 
with keno’s comparison to playing the 
lottery. He explains that keno players 
must travel to specific settings, where 
they can sit in front of boards for hours 
while the game is conducted in real time. 
“This is the crack cocaine of gambling,” 
said Grey. Blagojevich claims keno 
games, expected to reap $80 million a 

http://www.heritage.org/Research/SmartGrowth/wm927.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/Research/SmartGrowth/wm927.cfm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/02/AR2005110202681.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/02/AR2005110202681.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/02/AR2005110202681.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/02/AR2005110202681.html
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year for the state, will help fund new 
school construction. His administration 
says the game is so similar to the exist-
ing state lottery that no new legislation 
is needed for approval. The governor 
may bypass legislators and launch keno 
through administrative rule.

n	 Federal officials have found that 
foster children are not receiving regular 
visits by caseworkers. Home visits are 
vital in safeguarding the wellbeing of 
this vulnerable group.  Most states either 
do not keep records of foster care visits, 
deny having computer record-keeping 
systems, or report that they do not have 
the manpower needed. Read Most States 
Don’t Keep Records on Foster Care Vis-
its at http://www.washingtonpost.com/
wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/15/
AR2006011500660.html.

n	 In December, a New Hampshire 
legislative commission issued a report 
concluding that same-sex marriage is 
not a civil rights issue. The commission 
found that marriage “across essentially 
all societies and history has been defined 
as the union of a man and a woman…. 
marriage models both natural human 
sexuality and reproduction that com-
mits to the health, safety, and welfare of 
both the individual and the community.” 
The commission’s report also states that 
unlike sexual orientation, race is immu-
table and innate.

(Sources: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, The Wash-
ington Post, WorldNetDaily)  

Brief Notes
n	 To identify registered sex of-

fenders living or working near your 
home or your children’s schools, log 
onto http://www.familywatchdog.us. 
Website users can register to be noti-
fied when offenders move into their 
communities. 

n	 Researchers have found that 
healthy people who are prone to anger 
and depression have higher levels of 
C-reactive protein (CRP), a substance 
that contributes to narrowing arteries 
and heart disease. Over time, reacting 
to life events with anger can elevate 
and maintain dangerous levels of CRP. 
This discovery may explain heart at-
tacks in people with no risk factors for 
heart disease. It also underscores the 
importance of seeking help for anger 
and depression.

n	 Forty-eight of the 50 U.S. 
counties with the highest child poverty 
rates are located in rural areas. Accord-
ing to the Annie E. Casey Foundation 
and Loyola University of Chicago re-
port, “Child Poverty in Rural America,” 
the gap between rural child poverty 
and urban child poverty has widened. 
Twenty percent of children in rural 
areas now live below the poverty line, 
compared to sixteen percent of urban 
children.  

n	 The First Amendment Center’s 
State of the First Amendment is an an-
nual survey conducted by the Center 
for Survey Research & Analysis to 
examine Americans’ attitudes about 
their First Amendment rights. The 2005 
survey found that only 63% of respon-
dents could name “freedom of speech” 
as a right, 16% named “freedom of the 
press,” 3% named “petition,” and 14% 
named “right of assembly.” Only 20% 
of respondents identified “freedom of 
religion” as a right.

n	 Eighty percent of Hollywood 
executives believe there is a link be-
tween TV violence and real life vio-
lence. Despite this viewpoint, only 16% 
of TV programs show the long-term 
consequences of violence. 

(Sources:  Family Watchdog, First Amendment 
Center, LifeSite Daily News, TV-Turnoff Net-
work, Washington Post, WebMD)      

All programs of LCMS World Relief 
and Human Care are funded strictly 
by donations from caring people like 
you. None of our programs are sup-
ported by budget funds of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS 
districts. To support generosity to 
those in need, click here.

To obtain the name of your State 
Representative and U.S. Senator, 
you may contact your local elec-
tions officer or call the Federal 
Citizen Information National 

Contact Center 
toll-free at 

1-800-FED-INFO

To Contact 
the White House

Comments .........    (202) 456-1111
Switchboard ......   (202) 456-1414
FAX .................... (202) 456-2461

TTY/TDD phone numbers for 
hearing impaired only:  

 Comments .......... (202) 456-6213
 Visitor’s office ... (202) 456-2121

President George W. Bush
 president@whitehouse.gov  

Vice President Richard Cheney 
vice.president@whitehouse.gov

For the most recent information 
about elected national officials, 
please log onto the Web sites
or call the following Capitol 

switchboard numbers:
Senators       

(202) 224-3121
http://www.senate.gov

Representatives    
(202) 225-3121

http://www.house.gov

Elected Officials
Contact Information

ConTaCT lIsT

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/15/AR2006011500660.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/15/AR2006011500660.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/15/AR2006011500660.html
http://www.familywatchdog.us
http://lfnd.org/HTML/WRMost.htm
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http://www.house.gov

